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Army Corps of Engineers will pay for fence
to stop Asian carp
Associated Press

CHICAGO - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will pay for a new electrical fence to stop the invasive
Asian carp from swimming into Lake Michigan.

Electrical cables that were strung across the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal two years ago are starting to
wear out, weakening the lake's defense against the carp that have a voracious appetite. The jolts of electricity
from the cables have persuaded fish to turn away from the lake.

Corps officials in Chicago have almost finished designing a more permanent barrier that will replace
electrical cables. But officials in the corps' Washington office decided last month to cut $4.4 million needed
to complete the job, saying money was needed to pay for ongoing work in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Under pressure from members of Congress, corps officials on Friday assured Great Lakes lawmakers there
would be enough money to build the fish fence this summer.

"It's rare to see the entire delegation so strongly united on a project," said U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert, an Illinois
Republican who represents the area where the new barrier will be built. "We can't let this species get into the
Great Lakes."

If the carp get into Lake Michigan through the canal, officials worry the fish could cause more ecological and
economic damage to the Great Lakes than the sea lampreys, zebra mussels and other invasive species that are
already damaging the massive freshwater ecosystem.
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